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to have been the intention of their liberal owner to have had 
gome of the most important published, and that he is indulgent 
in permitting every person the use of his collection. 

MSS, LOST. 

The White Book of Hergest. 

This was one, and probably the latest, of two books, which 
bear the name of Hergest. The oldest, called the Red Book of 
Hergest, is now in the Library of Jesus College, Oxford*. Both 
were miscellaneous collections in prose and verse. The White 
Book was particularly valuable as containing some old Welsh 
laws, and, particularly, a Specification of the Charter of Hywel 
Dda, which was not known to Wottoh, and which explained 
much of the motives and purpose of that prince in his revisal of 
the Welsh laws. A copy of this is at present in the possession 
of Sir W. W. Wynn. The remainder consisted of religious 
tracts, one on heraldry, historical notices, and poems. Most of 
the latter are still to be found in other collections at Wynnstay. 

Four Copies of the Laws of Hywel Dda, whole or in part. 

Four Copies of Geoffrey of Monmouth's History, one 
in Latin, the remainder, I believe, in Welsh. [One of the Welsh 
copies appeared to have been written about the latter end of the 
thirteenth or the beginning of the fourteenth century, at the 
latest, and was remarkable for the correct orthography of the 
proper names. In a note at the end, but which was written in a 
later hand, this copy was said to have been taken from the last 
copy published by Geoffrey.] 

A Welsh Chronicle. 

The Statute of Westminster. 

An Essay on the Welsh Triads, by Mr. Vaughan, of 
Hengwrt (the Antiquarian). 

An Essay on Blatos, — i. e. on a coin bearing the word Vla- 
tos, which Mr. Vaughan (the above mentioned) understood to 
signify the Bleiddyd or Bladud of the Welsh history. [An im- 
pression from this coin is given by Camden.] 

Eight Volumes of Mr. Lhwyd's Notes, taken in his tour 
through Wales. [The general substance of these notes was 
given to Bishop Gibson for his edition of Camden.] 

Eleven Volumes of his Notes, taken in his travels in Ireland 
and part of Scotland, marking his progress and whatever he met 

* See CjOlBito-BiMTO.v, No. 14, jj.75. 
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with worthy of observation as to local or natural history. [In 
one of these it was mentioned, that it was in consequence of his 
desire, that the curious Barrow of Grange, in the county of 
Lowth, was opened; and the description of it was very correct.] 

Eight Volumes of Drawings taken in these travels of Mr. 
Lhwyd, which appeared to have been taken with great care and 
correctness. 

It is known, that Mr, Lhwyd intended to publish a second vo- 
lume of the Archsologia, which, whether from want of encou- 
tagemem or from other causes, he never accomplished. It is, 
however, from an inspection of the abovei-mentioned MSS., cer- 
tain, that he had been most assiduous in search of information, 
and accurate in his inquiries ; and there is every reason to be- 
lieve, that the second volume wpuld have added much to that 
just and acknowledged reputation, which he acquired by the first 
volume. 

That no us* had been made of these Notes, further than the 
communications made to Bishop Gibson, is, perhaps, to be attri- 
buted to their having been written partly in Welsh as well as in 
English, and also to the necessity of a competent knowledge to 
elucidate many particulars, which were simply noticed, and 
which the author alone possessed. Singular, indeed, has been 
the fate of this portion of his labours. Suppressed by himself 
for want of encouragement to publish them, neglected for a cen- 
tury through ignorance or misconception of their value, and de- 
stroyed by accident, when they had just come into the possession 
of one, sensible of their value and ready to give them to the world. 

The following Welsh MSS. from the same collection shared 
also the same fate :— 

A large Folio Volume, containing a Miscellaneous Collection 
in prose and verse, and amongst which was a copy of the Mabi- 
nogion. 

Sir Hugh Pennant's Collection, the particulars whereof are 
mentioned in the Ardueologia. 

Two Volumes, 4to., of Extracts relative to Wales, Inscriptions, 
&c. 

To what has already been said little needs, or can, be added. 
It is some satisfaction even to know what has existed even as a 
record of genius or industry, of patriotism and liberality, as the 
stimulus to research, or as the means of appreciating a discovery. 
Thus far is due to the occasion, and, when regret is unavailing, 
it is unnecessary to say more. 



